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Dear Mr. Vitiello,

On July 18, Mollie Tibbetts, a rising college junior, went out for a jog.! That was the last
time any of her friends and family saw her alive. After a tense month of searching and holding
out hope that she might be alive, police on Tuesday arrested and charged Cristhian Bahena
Rivera for her murder after he led investigators to her body, which he had dumped in a
cornfield.? According to news reports, Rivera chose his victim apparently at random, abducting
and murdering her before dragging her body from his trunk to hide it in the field.? Local law
enforcement indicates that Rivera is illegally present in this country.* though his attorney
disputes this characterization of his status.’

Troublingly, this case is far from the only such tragedy to befall the Midlands in recent
years, as | have brought to the attention of your predecessors in both the current and previous
administration. In January of 2016, an illegal alien, Eswin Mejia, was street racing while
intoxicated in Omaha when he violently crashed his pickup truck into the back of another
vehicle.® Inside the other vehicle was Sarah Root, who had graduated college just hours before.”
Ms. Root was rushed to the hospital, where she died from her injuries.® In light of Mejia’s past
encounters with law enforcement that included a skipped court hearing and a subsequent warrant
issued for his arrest, Omaha police requested that the Obama administration detain Mejia, but it

! Police: Missing lowa student Mollie Tibbetts killed by Mexican immigrant in U.S. illegally; Trump says murder
‘shouldve never happened’, OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, Aug. 22, 2018, https://www.omaha.com/news/crime/police-
missing-iowa-student-mollie-tibbetts-killed-by-mexican-immigrant/article 130434dd-50c1-5753-bc3b-
7c3ab2febfc7. html,
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* Lawyer for man accused of Mollie Tibbetts' death says he is in the country legally, OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, Aug.
22,2018, https://www.omaha.com/news/iowa/lawyer-for-man-accused-of-mollie-tibbetts-death-says-

he/article 1f883a31-e9ec-59¢9-82c8-bb39b1¢79833 html.

® Todd Cooper & Bob Glissmann, Systemic failures allowed man accused in motor vehicle homicide to vanish,
OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, Feb. 22, 2016, http://www.omaha.com/news/crime/systemic-failures-allowed-man-
accused-in-motor-vehicle-homicide-to/article 7bb2a688-8bdb-554f-b795-4381b3e9d464.html.
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refused to do so, allowing Mejia to disappear.’ He temains at large, and Ms. Root’s grieving
family and friends have been deprived of justice. '

In July 0f 2017, on a Wednesday afternoon, Nemias Garcia-Velasco—an illegal alien
who was who was removed from the United States more than half-a-dozen times and was
convicted of falsely claiming U.S. citizenship—was.driving at a speed of more than 100 miles
per hour on Intetstate 80 approaching the Interstate 680 split in Omaha, one of the busiest
interchanges in our state.'’ He lost control of the vehicle, hitting a guardrail and a bridge
abutment before the van rolled and was engulfed in flames.'! The crash killed one man and
injured a 16-year-old boy.!2 After Garcia-Velasco was taken to the hospital, his blood alcohol
content was measured at more than three times the legal limit."?

In January of this year, an illegal alien named Vismar Carmona-Martinez crashed his car
into another vehicle on U.S. Highway 75 i1 Omaha.!* The collisior killed the driver of the other
vehicle, Ann Smock, a grandmother of 9, soon to be 10,13 According to officials; Carmona-
Martinez was speeding and drinking at the time of the crash, registering a blood alcohol level
that was three times the legal limit at the time of his arrest on the scene.!s Moreover, according to
news reports, Carmona-Martinez had posted a video to social media earlier in the evening
showing him drinking behind the wheel.!”

_ These cases from our communities form a heartbreak-ing pattern of dangerous illegal
aliens being allowed to remain in this country for years, with deadly consequences for innocent
people: This threat to public safety must be addressed. It ig the responsibility 6f ICE to ensure
that illegal aliens that pose a danger to public safety are successtully and permanently removed
from our communities, and I am eager to work with the administration to.address this problem.

In light of these events, please ahswer the following questions:
1. Is Mr. Rivera illegally preserit in the United States?

2. Has any local law enforcement agency requested that a detainer be placed ori Mr. Rivera?

3. Has ICE placed a detainer on Mr: Rivera?
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1 Kevin Cole & Alia Conley, Prosecutor: Driver involved infiery crash has been removed from U.S. 7'times,
OMAHA WORED-HERALD, J uly 13, 2017, ht’tp':',r’;’www.omaha_.QOmfnewchrimefpmsecutor-drivercin\folved-in-.ﬁ_e‘ry-
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'* Alia.Conley, $1 million bail for 1 Y-year-old charged with motor vehiclé homicide in Omaha woman's death,,
OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, January 4, 2018, http://www.omaha.com/news/crime/mil lion-bail-for--year-old-charged-
with-motor-vehicle/article f7d0cf72-f098-11e7-b9b6-6309¢531c40 tml.

1* Kevin Cole, Grandmother Ann Smock, who died in U.S. Highway 75 crash,: remiembered as ‘young at heart’,
‘OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, January 4, 2018, hitp://www.omaha.com/news/metro/grandmother-ann-smock-who-died~
in-u-s-highway-crash/article_c6740c74-f00b-11¢7-b15¢-d7¢345716ef5 himl.
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Has Mr. Rivera ever been removed to his country of origin from the United States due to
unlawful presence or other reason for removability? If so, please provide a list of all of
his past departures, including date, process for return, reason(s) for removability, and
location in which he was taken into custody.

Prior to the events of July 18, 2018, did ICE or any other federal law enforcement agency
seek to interview or detain Mr. Rivera? If so, was this effort ever impeded by any state or
local jurisdiction due to a so-called “sanctuary” policy?

Has ICE ever received any requests from other federal, state, or local law enforcement
agencies to detain Mr. Rivera? Please detail each occurrence, including ICE’s response
and rationale for action or inaction.

What is the extent (if any) of Mr. Rivera’s criminal record? In addition, please detail any
pending criminal proceedings as well as any incidents known to ICE in which he was
charged but not convicted, in which he was named as an unindicted co-conspirator, or in
which law enforcement otherwise had probable cause to believe he had committed a
crime or posed a danger to public safety.

In the duration of Mr. Rivera’s presence in the United States, did his immigration and
criminal record prior to the events of July 18, 2018 make him a priority for removal
under DHS policies?

Please respond in writing within the next 15 days. If you have any questions, please contact my
staff at (202) 224-4224 and know that I am eager to work with you to ensure your answers do not
compromise any ongoing investigations or other sensitive law enforcement activities. I look
forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Bon “Sassa_

Ben Sasse
United States Senator



